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Higher Education Public Service 
Mission 
To improve the quality of life of Indiana’s citizens and develop Indiana’s economy through the dissemination of 
knowledge and provision of expert services. 

Summary of Activities 
Indiana’s public colleges and universities engage in a wide variety of public service activities, including public 
radio and television broadcasting, training activities for local units of government, laboratory schools, business 
development assistance, in-service training for human services professionals, cooperative extension services, and 
historic preservation. 

Public service activities at colleges and universities are often 
closely tied to research activities.  For example, research carried 
out at Purdue University’s agricultural experiment stations may 
be disseminated to the agriculture industry through county 
extension educators, and research carried out by the Indiana 
Institute on Disability and Community may be disseminated 
through workshops with families that include members with 
developmental disabilities. 

In addition to public service activities funded 
in a general sense through state operating appropriations to the universities, the state funds a 
number of specific public service activities directly.  Among these direct appropriations are 
forensic lab services through the Indiana University (IU) Chemical Test Training Program; 
business assistance through the IU Industrial Research Liaison Program; technical assistance 

to industry through the Purdue University Technical Assistance Program; historic preservation and interpretation 
services at New Harmony through the University of Southern Indiana; advanced high school education through 
the Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics, and Humanities at Ball State University; professional 
development programs for Indiana’s teachers delivered at their schools by Indiana State University education 
professors; and college and career planning assistance though the Indiana Career and Postsecondary Advancement 
Center. 

External Factors 
Because the public service activities of the state’s colleges and universities are varied, the external factors 
affecting them are also varied.  For example, public broadcasting stations face the challenge of converting their 
transmission equipment to support digital broadcasts, and the cooperative extension service has been adapting to 
diminished federal support for over a decade.  One factor that affects most public service activities is the 
increasing demand for such services, particularly those that offer technical assistance to businesses and industry. 

Evaluation and Accomplishments 
The variety of public service activities carried out by Indiana’s public colleges and universities produce an equally 
broad set of accomplishments, which include the following: 

The Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics, and Humanities serves as a residential high school for about 300 
of Indiana’s most talented high school juniors and seniors.  It also undertakes substantial outreach and training 
activities through distance education courses for Indiana school corporations, educator workshops and 
professional development opportunities, and electronic field trips.  The electronic field trips reach a nationwide 
audience of students through partnerships with the Smithsonian Institute, the Field Museum, and other leading 
educational and cultural institutions. 
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• Purdue University established a Technical 

Assistance Program (TAP) in 1986 to help 
Indiana companies grow and prosper.  Since its 
inception, TAP has assisted over 5,000 
companies with advanced manufacturing, 
business management, information technology, 
product development, and quality systems.  Its 
Technical Information Service has performed 
more than 4,500 information searches and delivered over 152,000 documents.  Companies have benefited 
from the input of more than 750 summer interns.  In 2002, 46 companies and 1,200 Purdue students attended 
TAP’s High Tech Job Fair, seeking to fill full-time and internship positions in Indiana.  TAP is supported by 
state appropriations and fees charged for services. 

• The Indiana Institute on Disability and Community is committed to providing Hoosiers with disability-related 
information and services that touch the entire life span, from birth through older adulthood.  Founded in 1970, 
the Institute promotes innovative practices and policies that facilitate community membership for persons 
with disabilities and their families.  Its work is carried out through Centers that address early intervention; 
school improvement and inclusion; transition, employment and careers; aging issues; planning and policy 
studies; technology; disability information and referral; autism spectrum disorders; and individual and family 
perspectives.  The Institute is supported primarily by state appropriations (58.3%), state grants and contracts 
(23.4%) and federal grants (11.2%). 

 

Plans for the Biennium 
In 2003-05 the institutions will strive to maintain current levels of public service activities within the confines of 
substantially reduced state appropriations. 
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Actual

FY 2001
Actual

FY 2002
Estimate
FY 2003

Appropriation
FY 2004

Appropriation
FY 2005

(All Funds) $49,006,585 $39,873,436 $41,687,323 $43,360,342 $43,666,750

Sources of Funds
FY 2004 (Approp)

94%

5%

1%

General Dedicated Federal Other

Uses of Funds 
FY 2004 (Approp)

96%

4%

Personal Services Distributions Capital Other


